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NIH, I would ask them to familiarize 
themselves with the study. It is 
fenofibrate. It has been well covered in 
The Jerusalem Post. 

Why, in a time when we have 1,200 to 
1,500 Americans dying every day of 
COVID, is this not something that is 
being pushed? I strongly encourage our 
health establishment to familiarize 
themselves with what right now looks 
like a miracle drug. 

My final comment is with regard to 
the pro-life issue. When you consider 
the hundreds of thousands of people 
who would have been born every day in 
this country but who have their lives 
cut short before they are born, you can 
see why this is another issue that our 
press corps should be talking about, 
our churches should be talking about. 

Already there have been big changes 
of policy under the new administra-
tion. First of all, in the past, under the 
Mexico City policy, if money was going 
to an international organization, if 
that international organization was 
performing abortions, they could not 
have the money. We changed that, 
President Biden changed it, saying: 
You can’t use that money directly for 
an abortion, but since money is fun-
gible, your organization can take the 
good name of the United States and use 
it to proselytize, use it after switching 
money around to have the U.S. assist 
in performing abortions around the 
world. 

The second thing they did is under 
Title X, money going out, again to 
nonprofit organizations, in the past if 
these organizations referred for abor-
tion, they couldn’t get the money. 
Change that policy, so the type of orga-
nizations who work towards legalizing 
or work towards normalizing abortion 
got more money. 

They wouldn’t get the money in the 
past because it was too much a part of 
their mission to perform abortions. But 
one more time, they are going to be 
getting money. 

But now we have a new bill coming 
up, and I think all Americans have to 
stop and think what is happening when 
it has come to this in America. 

This bill will legalize abortion na-
tionwide almost or perhaps all the way 
to birth. Now, throughout most of our 
country’s history, abortion was illegal. 
It is kind of amazing, abortion was ille-
gal before they had ultrasounds, before 
people could see actually what was 
going on. 

I had felt when I began to get in-
volved in public life that when 
ultrasounds become available, the 
number of abortions would drop. But 
despite the ultrasounds, things con-
tinue on ahead, in part because power-
ful organizations continue to hold 
abortion as a way out of a pregnancy. 

But it is truly shocking that I believe 
a majority of people in this Chamber 
are going to vote to say that we have 
abortions right up to birth and get rid 
of even minor laws that are postponing 
the abortions otherwise. 

b 2015 
When I was in the State of Wisconsin, 

I authored a bill putting in a 24-hour 
waiting period for abortion. I talked to 
the women who were bullied by their 
boyfriends or cajoled by their parents 
into having abortions, and they felt it 
was very important that there be some 
sort of waiting period after you went to 
the office of the abortionist one time 
that you got a chance to stop, step 
back, and think. 

I think there are a lot of other places 
in our society where doctors or other 
people put a waiting period out there 
knowing that it is a very important de-
cision, and you are never going to be 
able to change your mind once you 
make that decision. But under the ex-
treme bill that we are going to be vot-
ing on later this week, they are going 
to say, no, we can’t have that. Once 
they get you in that clinic on day one 
they can perform that abortion right 
away, and we are not going to give you 
24 hours or 40 hours or whatever it is 
around the country to stop and maybe 
change your mind. 

That is the type of thing that is 
going to be passed in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

It doesn’t take many people to 
change their mind and say, you know, 
I may consider myself so-called pro- 
choice, but the idea of saying that it is 
legal to perform an abortion a few 
hours after you walk in the abortion 
clinic, I just can’t go that far. And I 
hope some of my colleagues who think 
they are going to vote for the bill later 
this week change their mind. 

I hope they change their mind on 
things like sex selective abortion. We 
know in other cultures, and I happen to 
think we have a better culture by a 
mile, but in other cultures it is appar-
ently not unusual to do, see whether 
they are going to have a boy or girl and 
if it is not what you want, we are going 
to end the life of that child before it is 
born. 

Some States have made that illegal. 
Well, some people in Congress appar-
ently feel they know better. We are 
going get rid of that law, and we are 
going to cut that life short just be-
cause maybe let’s say it is a girl, and 
we were hoping for a boy. 

I can see why certain members of the 
press wouldn’t want to talk about this, 
and I can see why certain members of 
the administration wouldn’t talk about 
this. I don’t know what I would do, how 
I would explain such a radical bill. 

So, in any event, I will leave the pub-
lic with those three things to think 
about. Think about over 200,000 people 
a month at the border. Think about the 
Border Patrol stuck processing people, 
not able to monitor the border. Think 
of all the drugs coming across. Think 
of the 5,000 and up that the people com-
ing across are having to give these 
drug gangs in Mexico further strength-
ening their power. 

I ask you to think about like they 
have covered in the Jerusalem Post 
what is going on with the fenofibrate 

and the fact you can think how many 
lives we would save of the approxi-
mately 1,500 people a day that are still 
dying of COVID. And I want you to 
think about that bill being passed on 
Friday and whether it is right for the 
heavy hand of Congress to say not only 
can you have an abortion up to birth, 
but we are even going to get rid of laws 
like a waiting period law or get rid of 
laws like a sex selective law. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF DON’T ASK, DON’T 
TELL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the subject of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, to-

day’s Special Order hour marks the 10- 
year anniversary of the enactment of 
the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 
2010. This legislation represented the 
end of an era, the close of a dark chap-
ter in our military history in which 
LGBTQ members of the Armed Forces 
were forced to hide who they were 
under the threat of investigation and 
discharge. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer servicemembers 
of that era paid a heavy cost to serve 
their country, one that required them 
to uphold an uncompromising oath of 
integrity while at the same time pub-
licly denying a fundamental aspect of 
their lives. It is thanks to their resil-
ience, their strength, and their activ-
ism that repeal was ever achieved, and 
we honor those veterans today. 

I believe it is important to hear from 
the veterans themselves from those 
who served and survived Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell. It is my pleasure this 
evening to welcome a number of my 
colleagues to the floor to read the tes-
timony of five individuals who served 
under Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 

It is my distinct privilege to start 
with the testimony of Lindsay Church, 
a Navy veteran who served from 2008 to 
2012. Lindsay is a third-generation sail-
or and the sixth in their family to 
serve in the military. They are a co-
founder and executive director of the 
veteran serving organization Minority 
Veterans of America and have nearly a 
decade of experience in veterans advo-
cacy. And this is Lindsay’s story: 
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‘‘In 2008, I joined the Navy where I 

would serve for 4 years before being 
medically retired. I served all but 3 
months of my time under the mili-
tary’s discriminatory Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell policy. I could tell you a lot of sto-
ries that range from bullying and rep-
rimand for my nonbinary appearance, 
failed relationships due to the fact that 
I had to hide them at every turn, and 
exploitation by other servicemembers 
threatening to tell my secret if I didn’t 
continue to date them. Even as I spent 
months recovering from life-changing 
injuries as a result of my service, I was 
made to suffer alone because my rela-
tionships were legally prohibited. 

‘‘As I have unpacked my service as a 
veteran, I look back at the intense 
scars that Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell in-
flicted on my life. In conversations 
with other Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell sur-
vivors, I have come to realize that 
serving under this policy has left a gen-
eration of queer servicemembers with 
intense trauma and a fracture of our 
identities. For veterans like myself, we 
were often faced with a choice upon 
leaving the military and coming to the 
veteran community: Be a veteran or be 
queer because you can’t be both here. 

‘‘It has taken me nearly a decade 
since leaving the service to find heal-
ing and engage in healthy relation-
ships. I couldn’t speak out against this 
policy when I was in uniform, so it is 
imperative for me today to remind this 
body that policies like Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell cause widespread trauma 
and harm to generations of service-
members who fought for our country 
but were forced to remain voiceless. 
Moral injury will follow with each of us 
for the rest of our lives. 

‘‘My story of service was tarnished 
by Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. Every day I 
carried a lie while attempting to live 
up to the Navy’s core values of honor, 
courage, and commitment. I am deeply 
proud of the years of my life I gave to 
serving my country, and that will 
never change. The scars I carry as a re-
sult of that service will also never 
change. Though they may fade, they 
will never be forgotten.’’ 

So I would like to extend my deep 
thanks to Lindsay, both for their serv-
ice and the courage to share their 
story. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE), chair of the Congressional 
Equality Caucus. 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, it is a great honor 
to be part of this Special Order hour, 
and I thank Chairman TAKANO, who is 
not only a leader in the Equality Cau-
cus but also chair of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee for organizing our 
Special Order hour. 

I know we are joined by several other 
members of our caucus, including one 
of our new members, an extraordinary 
gentleman from New Hampshire, CHRIS 
PAPPAS, who we will hear from in just 
a moment. 

As chair of the LGBTQ-Plus Equality 
Caucus. I am very proud to be here to-
night to stand alongside my colleagues 
as we mark this very important anni-
versary. 

Ten years ago, a, historic wrong was 
corrected when Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell 
was repealed. I wish I could say it is 
hard to remember when members of 
the LGBTQ community had to push for 
their right to serve our country openly. 
But we continue to struggle for full 
equality in our military and in many 
other areas of our lives. 

A few years ago, President Trump 
imposed a ban on transgender people 
serving their country in the military. 
Thankfully, President Biden reversed 
that move and just in the past days his 
administration has taken additional 
steps to ensure equal access to services 
for those unfairly discharged. 

Thousands of members of the LGBTQ 
community have served and continue 
to serve in our Nation’s military, and 
we are grateful for their service. We 
understand that military service is in-
herently stressful and dangerous, and 
those who serve are heroes for putting 
themselves in harm’s way to protect us 
all. 

Now imagine conducting that service 
knowing that your very identity must 
be kept hidden at the risk of being 
thrown out with a dishonorable dis-
charge. And we know that LGBTQ serv-
icemembers had more to fear than sep-
aration. They had to face discrimina-
tion and potentially violence within 
their ranks should their identity be 
known. 

The problems facing LGBTQ service-
members did not vanish immediately 
upon repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. I 
am proud of my colleagues who con-
tinue to push to create a level playing 
field for those discharged under this 
discriminatory policy. I particularly 
want to acknowledge Congressman 
TAKANO and Congressman POCAN. But 
there is still more work to be done, and 
the LGBTQ-Plus Equality Caucus is 
committed to continuing this fight 
alongside those who have served. 

Today, as Chairman TAKANO men-
tioned, my colleagues and I will read 
some firsthand accounts from people 
discharged under Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell 
so the American people can really un-
derstand the story of their lives. 

My story is from John Hegwood, who 
served in the Army and identifies as a 
gay, bi-racial cisgender man. 

He writes: ‘‘I joined the military 
knowing, at least intellectually, that I 
couldn’t be my authentic self. How-
ever, it would take several years of 
introspection to realize what impact 
this would have on my life. I told my-
self it would be easy to navigate as a 
gay man since I grew up in the very 
rural and antigay western part of 
Texas. I thought this would be a pro-
verbial ‘walk in the park.’ 

‘‘When I first heard that Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell would be repealed, I was in-
credulous and nearly in tears. It was 
almost unimaginable that this would 

occur within my lifetime. My then- 
partner and I were both military and 
couldn’t even acknowledge our rela-
tionship in the workplace. The darker 
side of this otherwise heartening news 
is that the coming months until it was 
fully repealed would feel like an even 
more hostile environment. 

‘‘With Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell as the 
status quo for over a decade, I had the 
privilege of mostly flying under the 
radar of most of my colleagues who 
deemed LGBTQ soldiers as a benign 
part of the fighting force. Now with the 
repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell at the 
forefront of the military’s collective 
consciousness, it all but painted a tar-
get on my back as I became the focus 
of everyone’s ire if they disagreed with 
the repeal that was looming on the ho-
rizon. 

‘‘I now carry with me a sense of re-
sentment towards the military because 
of the harassment, hazing, bullying, 
and discrimination I encountered while 
serving from those that I was supposed 
to trust my life with. I had to choose 
between serving my country and my 
relationship. 

‘‘Now, we might have made some 
progress as a society. Last month I 
celebrated 10 wonderful years with that 
same man I couldn’t even acknowledge 
in the workplace 10 years ago. He is 
now my husband, and the military that 
would have discharged him a decade 
ago now honors our marriage and was 
very accommodating in granting a 
compassionate reassignment of duty 
location when I was diagnosed with 
stage III non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

‘‘This doesn’t mean that homophobia 
simply disappeared, or that everyone 
suddenly had no issues with us simply 
existing as we are. To this day it is not 
entirely safe for us to hold hands in 
public, and members of the LGBTQ 
community are still facing discrimina-
tion in our Armed Forces and in soci-
ety as a whole.’’ 

Madam Speaker, those words power-
fully written are really a call to action 
as we celebrate 10 years of the repeal of 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell to recognize we 
have much more work to do to ensure 
that all members of the LGBTQ com-
munity can live full lives free from dis-
crimination of any kind. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Representative CICILLINE for 
that testimony that he read on behalf 
of John Hegwood, former Army service-
member. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr. 
PAPPAS) to share the story of Air Force 
veteran Landon Marchant. 

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the chairman for yielding and 
for his leadership on the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs and for his long-
standing commitment to fighting for 
those who have served all of us. 

So today does mark the 10th anniver-
sary of the end of Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell. It was a deeply flawed, deeply 
prejudiced policy of our government 
that prohibited LGBTQ individuals 
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from serving openly in the Armed 
Forces. 

b 2030 
The policy told LGBTQ individuals 

that they were not welcome to serve 
their country, that their government 
viewed them as second-class citizens. 

It also forced many who swore an 
oath to give everything for their coun-
try, up to and including their lives, to 
hide who they were and to live in se-
cret or to face the loss of a job, a life’s 
calling, financial security, health, and 
happiness. 

Americans who were ready, willing, 
and eager to serve their country were 
forced to leave the armed services for 
good, many receiving less-than-honor-
able discharges. It is estimated that 
over 13,000 servicemembers were dis-
charged in the 17 years that Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell was enforced. 

A decade after its repeal, Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell still casts a long, dark, and 
disgraceful shadow and haunts those 
who were targeted. We have much more 
work to do to correct this tremendous 
injustice endured by those who served 
and were discharged during Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell. 

That is why I was proud to introduce 
the Securing the Rights our Veterans 
Earned Act, or SERVE Act, to help 
correct these injustices and guaran-
teeing VA benefits for LGBTQ-plus vet-
erans forced out of service for being 
themselves. This includes veterans who 
were discharged under Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell, those issued so-called blue 
discharges during World War II, as well 
as those forced out under the Trump’s 
administration discriminatory policy 
on transgender servicemembers. 

I want to highlight one story of a 
courageous veteran, Landon Marchant. 
Landon Marchant is a transgender vet-
eran of the Air Force who enlisted to 
serve their country and for the promise 
of a better life. But after just 22 
months, they were dishonorably dis-
charged. 

As Landon writes: ‘‘The impact of 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell did not end when 
I received my discharge paperwork, and 
it did not end when the ban was finally 
repealed. It has impacted my post-mili-
tary life. I was discharged less than 2 
months before reaching the 2-year min-
imum for full GI Bill eligibility, and I 
have had to fight for my disability ben-
efits while having inconsistent employ-
ment.’’ 

So it took nearly 10 years after their 
discharge to be awarded the VA bene-
fits that Landon had earned, and still, 
this fight continues. 

Stories like Landon’s are heart-
breaking. I thank them for having the 
courage to stand up and to speak out 
about this personal experience. 

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell isn’t just about 
a policy on paper. It is about living, 
breathing people, like Landon and 
thousands more who lived with the 
stigma, the trauma, and the adverse ef-
fects. 

I applaud the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for announcing that it 

will work to correct injustices like 
Landon’s. And I urge my colleagues in 
this Chamber to support these efforts 
and others that will provide all 
LGBTQ-plus servicemembers and vet-
erans with the full measure of equality, 
of care, and of respect that they have 
earned through their service. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Representative PAPPAS for shar-
ing the testimony of Landon Marchant. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MOULTON), a Congressman who himself 
is a Marine veteran, to share the story 
of Air Force veteran Hanna Tripp. 

Mr. MOULTON. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from California 
for yielding. 

Hanna Tripp served in the Air Force 
from 2009 to 2013. Hanna is also a Team 
Moulton alum, where she did extraor-
dinary work for veterans in Massachu-
setts’ Sixth District. Today, as a senior 
policy adviser at Minority Veterans of 
America, she continues to advocate for 
veterans everywhere. 

I am grateful to be here on this 
year’s 10th anniversary of the repeal of 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, and I am hon-
ored to share Hanna’s story with you 
all. 

This is her story, in her words: ‘‘I 
graduated flight school at the top of 
my class; flew 20 combat missions in 
Iraq; and later brought back the re-
mains of our fallen from Afghanistan. 

‘‘Objectively, I was a good airman. 
However, nothing that I did or could do 
would supersede the fact that I was 
trans. In coming out, my service to 
this country would have been made ir-
relevant simply by this one aspect of 
who I was. 

‘‘So, in order to remain, I chose to bi-
furcate myself; to project a facade of 
the person the military expected me to 
be. The catch-22 was that while I heard 
members of my squadron talk about 
how ‘the gays’ would destroy our com-
bat effectiveness, I was unable to dem-
onstrate that it didn’t. This is the most 
enduring aspect of Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell for me. It was not that people like 
me were banned. It is that we were de-
nied the opportunity to show our 
worth. 

‘‘Being trans in the Air Force was to 
live two versions of a lie: the lie you 
showed to the world in denying this 
fundamental truth and the lie that you 
told to yourself in doing so. 

‘‘There was also a feeling of betray-
ing the community. How can I expect 
change if I don’t have the courage to be 
the change I want to see? Why would 
those who had negative perceptions of 
‘the gays’ think any differently if I was 
too cowardly to show them? 

‘‘With absolutely no hubris, I can say 
that my service to this country was 
both valuable and needed. I enlisted in 
the middle of a war to serve in a career 
field that guaranteed I would be sent to 
the front lines. I recognize the con-
tributions I made, but I can’t say I am 
proud of my service, as I failed to stand 
up for the very values that I was fight-
ing for. 

‘‘What is strange to me is that being 
trans is such a small part of who I am, 
but because of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, it 
has become a large part of how my 
service is perceived. 

‘‘I still feel the legacy of Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell even to this day. At the VA, 
I was denied emergency care for no 
other reason than I was trans. Even 
now, I remain cut off from most of the 
people I served with. 

‘‘When squadmates died from suicide, 
when Iraq fell to ISIS, and while I bat-
tled my own experiences from the war, 
I did so alone. To this day, people with 
no service in the military still freely 
challenge the veracity of trans service. 

‘‘For people such as myself, Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell meant that our accom-
plishments, our stories, and our service 
was hidden because we were forced to 
remain hidden.’’ 

That is powerful testimony from 
Hanna Tripp, an American hero. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Chair, I ex-
press my gratitude to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts for sharing Hanna 
Tripp’s story. She truly is and was a 
courageous member of our Armed 
Forces, and it was very moving testi-
mony. I read it in advance and nearly 
teared up. 

I thank the Member for being here 
today to share with the rest of the 
country who Hanna is. I thank all the 
Members for sharing the stories of our 
LGBTQ members. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Virginia (Ms. 
SPANBERGER), my colleague, to share 
the story of Army veteran Stephanie 
Merlo. 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker, 
I thank the chairman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to re-
member and celebrate the 10-year anni-
versary of the repeal of Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell. 

The repeal of this policy allowed 
thousands of American servicemembers 
to live and serve without fear. Finally, 
brave Americans are able to defend 
their country—our country—without 
worrying about both the stigma and 
the punishment that they could face 
because of whom they loved. 

This decision, the repeal of Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell, impacted many of my 
constituents in Virginia’s Seventh Dis-
trict, including Stephanie Merlo, an 
Army veteran. With her permission, I 
am honored to share her story tonight 
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives. 

Stephanie begins by explaining that: 
‘‘A year after 9/11 happened, I enlisted 
as an Active Duty servicemember in 
the Army. My mom cried; my brother 
was proud; and I was honestly excited 
and scared both at the same time. 

‘‘Was I scared of deploying? Sure, a 
little. Was I afraid of failing? Of 
course. 

‘‘But my overall fear, that which 
consumed me beyond the point of de-
pression, was the fear of being ‘ousted’ 
and discharged for being a lesbian. In 
February of 2004, that fear showed its 
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face, and I was backed into a corner 
with deciding how I wanted to proceed 
with my military career.’’ 

How many servicemembers had this 
fear? How many brave soldiers served 
honorably but with a secret, a secret 
that they knew could end their career 
in the military, their career of service 
to our Nation? 

And Stephanie had two secrets: her 
sexuality, a secret she kept to protect 
her military career, and a secret re-
garding the sexual assault she suffered 
while in the Army. You see, reporting 
it could also mean revealing the secret 
of her sexuality. 

Stephanie couldn’t seek justice as a 
victim because seeking justice would 
mean she could potentially bring an 
end to her career. She could poten-
tially be identified as gay in the mili-
tary. 

Stephanie was faced with this hor-
rible choice, this horrible reality, and 
all the while, her intention had been to 
bravely serve our Nation, as so many 
brave LGBTQ Americans have. 

I am proud to share this story be-
cause Stephanie reflects on the fact 
that had Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell not 
been in place, perhaps a bit of her story 
would have gone differently. She says 
that she never regretted her decision to 
join the Army, but she still lives with 
the regret of not allowing herself to 
live her truth. 

Stephanie’s story is emblematic of 
the struggles, the hardships, and, most 
importantly, the triumphs of so many 
who have served in our Air Force be-
fore the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell. 

During that time, members of our 
military showed tremendous courage, 
selflessness. They served our country 
with the utmost honor and valor, and 
they put their service to country above 
even living their own truth. But our 
military is stronger because of the re-
peal. 

Our military has always been strong 
because of brave servicemembers, 
brave soldiers like Stephanie, and our 
Nation is better because it has been 
protected by people like Stephanie and 
so many of the stories we have heard 
today. Our Nation is better protected 
because of the protections afforded to 
those who put on the uniform. 

Tonight, we have the opportunity to 
reflect on the importance of this deci-
sion on the 10th anniversary of the re-
peal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. For 
thousands of servicemembers and vet-
erans like Stephanie, this decision was 
long overdue. 

May we always look to defend and 
support those who are willing to serve 
our country, sacrifice on behalf of our 
fellow Americans, and build a stronger 
Nation. I am grateful to every LGBTQ 
servicemember who has served, past or 
present. I thank them for their sac-
rifice to our country, and I am so 
grateful that as they serve today, they 
can do it celebrating their full selves. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Virginia 

for sharing the very moving story of 
Stephanie Merlo, for expressing her hu-
manity on the floor today. The Rep-
resentative exemplifies, to me, the best 
of my Caucus, the Democratic Caucus, 
and the values we stand up for, which 
is to include more people in ‘‘we the 
people.’’ 

Madam Speaker, this concludes our 
Special Order hour. I thank my col-
leagues for their participation and each 
of the veterans who shared their sto-
ries and, in particular, every veteran 
and servicemember who gave their 
service to our country in the face of 
overwhelming prejudice. 

We recognize today as the 10th anni-
versary of an important first step to-
ward making the Armed Forces more 
inclusive and accepting, a commitment 
that I and all my colleagues here today 
will continue to carry forward. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to include in the RECORD a statement of a 
constituent of mine, Staff Sergeant Ashley 
Carothers, who is a veteran of the United 
States Air Force. Staff Sergeant Carothers 
served from 2005 to 2013, and thus was sub-
ject to the ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy for 
most of her service. I share her story as we 
commemorate 10 years since the repeal of 
‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.’’ Staff Sergeant 
Carothers was honorably discharged in 2013 
and lives in the District of Columbia. 

This is what she has said about her experi-
ence: 

During my Air Force career, I lived a dou-
ble life. I was an actress portraying a 
straight Airman on a stage called life and be-
hind closed doors a very broken human being 
that desperately just wanted to be herself. I 
was a lesbian in hiding. I was the Airman 
that did it all, scored as high as they could 
on tests, worked to know the job better than 
the rest and volunteer for everything that I 
could in hopes that my busy life would never 
uncover the truth. Behind the curtain I 
dated but relationships couldn’t really com-
pletely build because there was always a 
sense of getting caught especially in a mil to 
mil relationship. Supervisors constantly 
questioning you and trying to set you up 
with the new guy in the shop and always pry-
ing into why you constantly denied any male 
advances. The worst part was the feeling of 
always being alone while fending off the 
wolves (male airmen) and dodging sexual 
harassment and assault as a woman just try-
ing to serve her country. I guess it made me 
stronger in a weird messed up way as I was 
able to provide support to others later in my 
career, support I never had. 

While serving in Germany I had the privi-
lege to be one of the chapter leaders for the 
then-underground organization known as 
OutServe. Prior to the repeal of Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell we had a large number of LGBT 
service members all over the European the-
ater that relied on each other for support 
and a sense of community. During this time-
frame, multiple individuals struggled further 
with their military leadership as those op-
posed to the repeal expressed their views ver-
bally, leaving many with anxiety about the 
future. There were many late-night phone 
calls trying to be the voice of reason in mo-
ments of doubt and desperation when options 
to turn to mental health professionals were 
nonexistent for fear of discharge. Not being 
able to fight for them and speak freely and 
openly to commands for support damaged in-

dividuals beyond repair. If anyone went to 
speak to a mental health professional and 
disclosed the fact that they identified as gay, 
lesbian or bisexual, they would be on the 
chopping block as they were serving under 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. On top of that, many 
served in career fields that they had to re-
port any visit to a mental health profes-
sional, further limiting these individuals 
who desperately needed assistance. These in-
dividuals had no one to turn to and suffered 
in silence. Most even after the repeal 
couldn’t come out as lesbian, gay or bisexual 
for fear of mistreatment from their superi-
ors. Some suffered greatly by coming out to 
their commands, as they had to work twice 
as hard to prove themselves and were often 
overlooked for promotion and awards. 

Balancing my own life struggles and the 
struggles of those that looked to me for sup-
port was a pretty demanding time in my ca-
reer. My career and health did suffer, but I 
often think about what life would have been 
like if I hadn’t been able to give so much or 
if the military would have just let humans 
be humans by being their true authentic 
selves in the first place. The constant jokes, 
ridicule and mistreatment from superiors 
hasn’t gone away. On this anniversary, I 
hope that those in charge will finally take 
the right steps and change the culture. 

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to share Staff Sergeant Carothers’ story 
and to remember the thousands like her who 
were harmed by Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until 9 a.m. tomorrow for morning- 
hour debate and 11 a.m. for legislative 
business. 

Thereupon (at 8 o’clock and 44 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, September 21, 2021, at 9 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO 
LEGISLATION 

Purusant to the Statutory Pay-As- 
You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YAR-
MUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote 
on passage, for printing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, that H.R. 5293, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Expir-
ing Authorities Act of 2021, as amend-
ed, would have no significant effect on 
the deficit, and therefore, the budg-
etary effects of such bill are estimated 
as zero. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–2163. A letter from the Deputy Chief, 
Auctions Division, Office of Economics and 
Analytics, Federal Communication Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Auction of Flexible-use Service Li-
censes in the 3.45-3.55 GHz Band for Next- 
generation wireless services; Notice and Fil-
ing Requirements, Minimum Opening, Bids, 
Upfront Payments, and Other Procedures for 
Auction 110; Bidding in Auction 110 Sched-
uled to Begin October 5, 2021 [AU Docket No.: 
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